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Like another Chouannerie

Comte de Ferrand on the factions of the Estates-
General

December 16, 2017 by Nulle Terre Sans Seigneur
From Le rétablissement de la monarchie (1793) by Antoine Francois Claude, comte Ferrand
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine-Fran%C3%A7ois-Claude_Ferrand), pp.33-38:
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They had succeeded in speaking incessantly to man of his rights, and raising the body politic against
wisdom; in the Estates-General they were given the opportunity to assemble their hitherto isolated
attacks, and to ensure their success by giving them a national character:

1. Protestants. Enemies of the royal authority and of the Catholic religion, they had in the last but one
century attempted to destroy both: both had resisted their efforts; but they had not lost the hope of
renewing them: their deputies arrived at the Estates-General, with the same plan to divide France
into departments: a project which they had conceived at a time when they were persecuted, & whose
execution they came to attempt at the moment when the goodness of Louis XVI. had assured their
repose, their fate, and their civil status. Although in general the Protestants practice religious
precepts more exactly than Catholics, their hatred of the church brought them closer to the Atheists,
who in their writings had always sided with them, not so much by error as by aversion to the truth.
They will implore their help in the name of tolerance; and the philosophers, whose secret had been
revealed to one of them, when he had said, that if the philosophers should become masters, they
would be more enlightened than the others, they would prefer to be with the passion carried with it
by the Protestants, and so they flattered the latter’s credulity with espousals of revenge, and
congratulated themselves for having acquired, by granting the protection which they were asked, an
additional means of attacking the Christian religion which they had sworn to destroy.

2. All those whose irreverence, pride, and ambition had believed that the moment had come to
declare themselves legislators, to give the calculation of their interests, or that of their abstract ideas,
as the result of a wise political conception. Each of them pretended to honor or to give a constitution
to France; each one in his own way, but all too systematic, too proud, or too little educated to lend
themselves to the proprieties of the times, things, and people, and so they wanted a clean slate on
which they could be destined without constraint and without obstacles. The first step which they all
had to make was thus to destroy what existed; & in following the execution of this plan, the oldest
establishments were to be the first to be proscribed.

3. The partisans of anarchy. This class is always numerous, because, to disturb a state, it leaps with
more audacity than talent; but it multiplies itself in public discords, because anarchy presents to all
passions the success of one hand and the inability of the other. The Estates-General convened near
the capital, in a moment of want, in a corrupt century, in the midst of all the rising parties, offering to
the eyes of those men who always inspire terror or contempt, the hope too well probed of a rich
harvest of profits and iniquities. To ensure its enjoyment, it was sufficient to destroy everything; and
of the multitude of interests which were to work in the overthrow, were to be born countless
difficulties which, by delaying the renewal/restoration, prolonged the anarchy or the triumph of all
crimes.

4. Supporters of bicameralism [monarchiens].

To see from that moment what interest, what means and what desire they had to kill and to
overthrow the old regime, they only jumped at the opportunity for their arrival at the Estates-
General. Already being sounded by others as the deserters of all orders, they could not hide from
themselves that they were exposing themselves to being rejected by all; they wished, therefore, to
create a new one, the entrance of which could only be opened to a small number, but could be
promised to a multitude whom this chimera would not fail to seduce. It was by betraying their order
and their oath that they had to begin; and it was easy to conceive what such a beginning would
produce; that nothing would cost the legislators, who gave themselves their mission, and who
established it on a perjury. These transgressions of honor and truth offer to their proselytes a
seductive appeal, in the humiliation and destruction of their own bodies. For those who are not
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equal, all the distinctions which apprehended the happiness of their equals, were not the object of a
sacrifice. When men of birth are made to go to discontent, they despise their own order, in
proportion to the degree to which their arrogance gives them the idea of their own merit.

Lastly, this party was dangerous, because it endeavored to show in a favorable light the example of a
neighboring and powerful nation [England]; and because it took care to conceal the local differences
and the definite inconveniences. It seduced thus those who judge with enthusiasm, without
reflection, and who content themselves with seeing things en masse. It seemed to wish to clarify the
three powers/branches of the state, and it announced itself as respecting property...

The monarchiens and Necker, he lambasts a lot. On the former, see also: “Old school cuckservatism.”
(https://carlsbad1819.wordpress.com/2017/10/04/old-school-cuckservatism/)

In general, these four factions are a recurring pattern: the Protestants (1) are a stand-in for ethnic spoils
(complete with their advocacy by philosophes), the (2) managerialist, the (3) rent-seeker and the (4)
ineffectual reformist conservative.

This entry was posted in Liberalism, Political philosophy. Bookmark the permalink.

2 thoughts on “Comte de Ferrand on the factions of
the Estates-General”

1. Imperial Energy says:
December 17, 2017 at 2:43 am
Metternich identified the university and Protestantism as the ultimate sources of the trouble —
Protestantism specifically.

More generally, he identified the “presumptuous” man and the middle classes as the proximate
cause of the problem.

From A N. Davies Europe: A History:

“The Jacobins, in contrast, la Société des Amis de la Liberté et I’Egalité, were advocates of unlimited
democracy, of revolutionary dictatorship and violence. They took their name from the site of their
Club in a former Dominican convent on the Rue Saint-Honoré. (The Dominicans of Paris were known
as ‘Jacobins’ because of their earlier residence on the Rue Saint-Jacques.) They formed a tiny, iron-
hard clique —perhaps 3,000 persons who perfected the art of gripping the throats of 20 million. Their
members ranged from the Prince de Broglie and a couple of dukes—the Duke d’Aiguillon and the
young Due de Chartres (the future King, Louis-Philippe) —to the rough-hewn Breton peasant, ‘Pére’
Gérard. Gérard once told them, ‘I had thought myself in Heaven among you, if there were not so
many lawyers.” Their leaders included Georges Danton (1759-94), whom Carlyle called “a Man from
the great fire-bosom of Nature herself’, Camille Desmoulins (1760-94), a firebrand journalist, who
died beside him, Jean Marat (1743-93), the “sick physician’, editor of L’Ami du Peuple, Jérome Pétion
de Villeneuve (1756-94), sometime Mayor of Paris, Antoine Saint-Just (1767-94), known as ‘the
Archangel of the Terror’ and as ‘St John” for his servility towards Robespierre, and Robespierre
himself.”
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Lawyers and Journalists.....
Pussy hatters:

“The fate of the monarchy mirrored these developments. In October 1789, after a Women’s March of
protest to Versailles, Louis XVI had been brought with his family to their palace of the Tuileries in
Paris. He was already the butt of indecent humour: Louis si tu veux voir Batard, cocu, putain,
Regarde ton miroir La Reine et le Dauphin. (Louis if you wish to see I Bastard, cuckold, and whore, I
Look at your mirror I Your queen and your son.)”

But America is a “Protestant” country.....

Merchants will never rule, Trump notwithstanding; if the politicos are useless, and there are no
priests to be had, then who else can rule?

Soldiers?

https://imperialenergyblog.wordpress.com/2017/12/08/the-steel-cameralist-manifesto-part-6b-steel-
reaction-ii-strike-fast-strike-hard-and-strike-with-steel/

The crisis is building up in USG day by day:

“Or is this conflict a much deeper existential struggle over the very nature of the American “regime”
itself —its principles, values, institutions, mores, culture, education, citizenship, and “way of life”? Is
it, as Victor Davis Hanson has put it, that we are in a “larger existential war for the soul of America”?

I would argue that Hanson is essentially correct: We are in the middle of a “regime” struggle.”

https://amgreatness.com/2017/12/15/disruptive-politics-in-the-trump-era-yuval-levin-or-victor-davis-
hanson/

Will we live to see something like this?
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“Note that in 1989 the Chinese government broke the cardinal rule of Whig government: never fire
on a mob. As John F. Kennedy put it, “Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will make
violent revolution inevitable.” Not only did the Chinese government make peaceful revolution
impossible — they made peaceful revolution violent. And the result? Violent revolution? No - twenty
years of peace, unparalleled prosperity, and personal if not political freedom. As philosophers say,
one white raven refutes the assertion that all ravens are black.”

http://unqualified-reservations.blogspot.co.uk/2008/05/0l3-jacobite-history-of-world.html
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